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supsect: Movement of Saudi Soldiers from Dammam to Selwa 





A local American source has informed the Consulate General that a party of 
SAG soldiers left Dammam on Thursday, December 15, 1955, on a reconnaissance 
mission to the area of Selwa (approximately 180 kilometers southeast of Dhahrah 
at the head of the Dohat Es Selwa). 


4 peuanjoy eg FSM JUeuMO0g STU 


jo 


The party consisted of approximately thirty soldiers, and was carried in 
three Kenworth trucks, two Dodge power wagons and two sedans, One sedan was 
radio equipped, The soldiers were not in uniform but were carrying small arms, 
The vehicles carried enough gasoline, oil arid water for a trip of 1,900 kilo- 
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SUBJECT: Saudi Arabian Disclaimer that Troops Near ae 


| The Jamary 30 issue of Al-Bilad al-Sau stated that certain 
British newspapers had reported ‘a Jo: spokesman!" complaint about 
the presence of Saudi Arabian troops near Aqaba as constituting a threat 
to Jordan's security» 
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The Al-Bilad article characterized this report as British propaganda 
designed to create the impression that Saudi Arabia planned to threaten . 
er attack Jordan, Affirming that the Saudi Arabian army, wherever it is, 
atands ready to defend the Arab countries, the article said that these 
forces had been sent four months ago (atc) to the town of Tebuk, approxi- 
mately 120 miles from Aqaba and 85 miles from the Jordan border, because 
an Israeli beat and Israeli planes had landed on the Saudi Arabian shore 
of the Gulf of Aqaba, It stated that SAG had advised the Jordanian Govern~ 
ment of the incident at that time, : 
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Comment: Tebuk is the last Saudi Arabian station north of Medina on 
the old Hejaz Railway. The Embassy has learned from Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yusuf Yasin that the reference in Al-Bilad to an incident in- 
volving an Israeli boat and planes as the raison d'etre for stationing a 
Saudi force in the area was with respect to the incident which occurred 
at al-—Dubbah harbor, on the Saudi shore of the Gulf of Aqaba, in May, 195) 
(see reference Despatch) ,rather than,as the wording of the Al-Bilad article 
might suggest, to a more recent incident. 
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Reference CHMAAG message 01-10. 
UOP During night of 12-13 April, one company, Saudi Armored Car 
we Battalion departed Taif, presumably for Tebuk area. Involved s 
L are: 100 to 150 personnel, 13 armored cars of the Metro-8 ; 
type, and the normal complement of individual and crew-served 
weapons. Best current MAAG information is that the following “f 
Saudi Army Forces are either in or en route tq general area 0 
of Tebuk~Hagal-Akabsa-South Jordan: 10th Infantky Regiment; O) 
Second Battalion, 8th Infantry Regiment; 1 Battery eld ti 
Artillery (believed to be British 25 pounder armed); and two - 
armored car companies, in addition to the reconnaissance com- ¢ 
pany organic to each infantry regiment. Z 
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UOP :, 
OLT All Saudi sources queried deny knowledge Saudi troop noverints 
into or toward Jordan. i 


OCB One officer stated categorically no such movements (B-2). 


OSD No activity Jidda. This completes SRI 2A1-567, future reporting 
ARMY will be initiative. 
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